This section briefly describes the significant political initiatives and acts of legislation in the environmental field
Council Speeds Up Process for eu Ratification of Paris Agreement
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (unfccc) adopted the Paris Agreement at the twenty-first session of the Conference of Parties (cop), held in Paris (France) in December, 2015. The cop concluded years of intense negotiations. The Kyoto Protocol, adopted under the 1992 unfccc and setting out greenhouse gases emission reduction obligations only for developed states, is nowadays left to a number of developed countries, covering currently the period from 2013 until 2020. According to cop 13 in Bali, a new global climate agreement should have been adopted by 2009, in order to continue efforts to prevent the climate from changing. The 2009 Copenhagen deadline was missed, largely due to the failure by cop 15 to adopt the Copenhagen Accord. The new deadline was agreed upon by cop 17 in Durban, mandating the Ad-hoc Working Group on Enhanced Action under the Durban Platform (adp) "to develop a protocol, another legal instrument or an agreed outcome with legal force under the Convention applicable to all Parties" at the latest by cop 21. The Paris Agreement includes 16 preambular clauses and 29 operative clauses. The main elements of the Paris Agreement are the following: -Global Objective (art. 2): Parties agreed to strengthen "the global response to the threat of climate change" by "holding the increase in global average temperature to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit the increase to 1,5°C", since this would significantly reduce risks and the impacts on climate change; -Nationally Determined Contributions (art. 3): the concept and the rationale behind the 185 Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (indcs) presented by all Parties before Paris are confirmed. The ndcs represent the strongest difference of the new regime compared to the Kyoto Protocol and the Copenhagen Accord, because of its voluntary nature and the complete lack of common parameters to verify their actual implementation; -Mitigation and Ambition (art. 4): global peaking of ghg emissions to be reached as soon as possible; ndcs to be communicated every five years; ndcs to be recorded in a public registry; -redd + (art. 5): parties are encouraged to take action to implement and support redd + activities; -Market (art. 6): parties can use cooperative approaches that involve the use of internationally transferred mitigation outcomes to achieve their nationally intended contributions; a mechanism to contribute to the mitigation of ghg emissions and support sustainable development is established; -Adaptation (art. It is important to notice, that the Paris Agreement has a double threshold of 55 countries and 55% of global emissions that must be both met before it enters into force and becomes legally binding (art. 21). As of 3d October 2016, already 62 countries ratified it (including such countries major emitters as the usa, China and India), accounting for 51,89% of global emissions. The Paris Agreement is a mixed agreement, which means that some of the issues it covers are the responsibility of the eu and others of Member States. It is therefore has to be ratified by both the eu and all the 28 Member States. So far France, Hungary, Austria and Slovakia have completed their national ratification procedures and several other countries are very close to doing so. As for the eu, just recently the Council of the European Union agreed to speed up the process of ratification of the Paris Agreement. Ministers endorsed a Council decision on eu conclusion of the agreement and asked the eu Parliament for its consent. Once the European Parliament gives its green light, the decision on conclusion will formally be adopted. The eu will then be able to ratify the Agreement.
For further information, see: 
European Commission Adopts a Communication on the eu Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking
The eu has long been at the forefront of the fight against wildlife crime, advocating for strict rules under the Convention on Trade in Endangered Species (cites), promoting its implementation in all countries, and supporting large scale conservation efforts. Wildlife from, into and within the eu is regulated through a set of Wildlife Trade Regulations that implement the provisions of the cites Convention. The eu Nature Directives prohibit the sale and transport of a number of strictly protected wild species in the eu. Wildlife trafficking is also included in the Directive on the Protection of the Environment through Criminal Law, which requires Member States to consider it a criminal offence. In 2014 a consultation on the eu approach against wildlife trafficking showed strong support for the development of an eu Action Plan. The European Parliament adopted a comprehensive resolution in January 2014 calling for an eu Action Plan against wildlife crime and trafficking. In February, 2016 the European Commission adopted a Communication on the eu Plan against Wildlife Trafficking.
The Plan sets out a comprehensive blueprint for joined-up efforts to fight wildlife crime inside the European Union and for strengthening the eu's role in the global fight against these illegal activities. The document comprises 32 measures to be carried out between now and 2020 by the eu and its 28 Member States. It focuses on three priorities: 412 -Prevent trafficking and reduce supply and demand of illegal wildlife products: for example by the end of 2016 the Commission will prepare guidelines to suspend the export of old ivory items from the eu; -Enhance implementation of existing rules and combat organized crime more effectively by increasing cooperation between competent enforcement agencies such as Europol; -Strengthen cooperation between source, destination and transit countries, including strategic eu financial support to tackle trafficking in source countries, help build capacity for enforcement and provide long term sources of income to rural communities living in wildlife-rich areas.
F-gas Report 2014
The European Environmental Agency (eea) has published the annual report on fluorinated gases for 2014, "Fluorinated Greenhouse Gases 2014". F-gases are powerful ghgs, reducing emissions from these gases is key to avoiding climate change.
European Commission, Climate Action, F-gas Report 2014: Gearing up for the new F-gas Regulation. 
